
The Will County Division of Transportation (WCDOT) cordially invites you to attend an open
house public meeting concerning the Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) Study for
Wilmington-Peotone Road. There will be two options to attend and the same information will
be presented at both meetings. The open house format allows attendees to arrive anytime
between 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. Exhibits will be on display and project team members will be
present to discuss the project and answer questions.

October 9th, 2024
Peotone High School
605 W North St., Peotone, IL 60468

October 16th, 2024
City Hall - Wilmington
1165 S Water St, Wilmington, IL 60481

Purpose of this open house public meeting:
· Review the study process and schedule
· Present concept alternatives
· Discuss alternatives evaluation
· Obtain public input that will be used to finalize alternatives

All persons interested in the project are invited to attend and participate in the meeting. The
public can learn more, review exhibits, and provide comments through the interactive study
website, www.WilmingtonPeotoneStudy.com.

Attendees are encouraged to provide comments during the public meeting or after by visiting
the project website. Comments received by November 6, 2024, will become part of the official
public outreach event record.

Anyone that does not have access to the internet may contact WCDOT at
(815) 727-8476 for project related information.

All written correspondence regarding this study should be sent to:

Will County Division of Transportation
16841 W Laraway Rd,
Joliet, IL 60433
Attn: Christina Kupkowski

Or via email: ckupkowski@willcountyillinois.com

Persons planning to attend who need a sign language interpreter, language translation or other
similar accommodations should notify, either by telephone or email,
ckupkowski@willcountyillinois.com or (815) 727-8476, at least five (5) business days prior to the
meeting so that reasonable accommodations can be made.
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NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT
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NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT (continued)
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Public Information 
Meeting #2

YOUR INPUT IS ESSENTIAL! 
Visit the study website to learn more 
and provide your comments. 
www.WilmingtonPeotoneStudy.com

Help Us Improve Wilmington-Peotone Road
The Will County Division of Transportation (WCDOT) cordially invites you 
to attend an open house public meeting concerning the Planning and 
Environmental Linkages (PEL) Study for Wilmington-Peotone Road. You 
may choose which meeting you would like to attend and stay for as long 
as you like. Exhibits will be on display and project team members will be 
present to discuss the project and answer questions.

City Hall - Wilmington
October 16th  |  4:00p - 7:00p 
1165 S Water St 
Wilmington, IL 60481

Peotone High School
October 9th  |  4:00p - 7:00p 
605 W North St 
Peotone, IL 60468

Purpose of this public meeting:
	» Review the study process and schedule
	» Present Concept Alternatives
	» Discuss Alternatives Evaluation
	» Obtain public input that will be used to finalize 

alternatives

All public meeting materials and an electronic survey will 
be available at www.wilmingtonpeotonestudy.com on 
October 9th for those unable to attend.

The public information meetings will be conducted in 
English and will be accessible to individuals with disabilites. 
If you have a special communication or accomodation 
need, such as the need for an interpreter, please contact 
ckupkowski@willcountyillinois.com or (815) 727-8476, at 
least five (5) business days prior to the meeting. 

WCDOT
16841 W Laraway Rd, 
Joliet, IL 60433 
Attn: Christina Kupkowski
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EXHIBIT BOARDS
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EXHIBIT BOARDS (continued)
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EXHIBIT BOARDS (continued)
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EXHIBIT BOARDS (continued)
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EXHIBIT BOARDS (continued)
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EXHIBIT BOARDS (continued)
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2023: 7,350 34%
2035: 8,250 44%
2050: 10,250 46%
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CONCEPTUAL EXHIBIT: INTERSECTION
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General Intersection Improvements: Please 

comment on any other locations not listed.

Additional CommentsPlease include any 

additional comments you may have.

Name Address City/Town State
ZIP/Post

al Code
Email Address

Respon

se

Additional 

comments:

Respo

nse

Additiona

l 

comment

s:

Respon

se

Additional 

comments:
Response

Improv

ement 

1: Add 

eastbo

und 

right 

turn 

lane

Other 

(please 

specify)

Improvem

ent 2: 

Install 

traffic 

signal

Other 

(please 

specify)

Improveme

nt 3: Install 

roundabou

t

Other 

(please 

specify)

Respo

nse
Additional comments:

Respo

nse

Additional 

comments:

Improvemen

t 1: Add left 

turn lanes 

on 

Wilmington-

Peotone Rd

Other 

(please 

specify)

Improv

ement 

2: 

Install 

traffic 

signal

Other 

(please 

specify)

Improve

ment 3: 

Install 

roundab

out

Other 

(please 

specify)

Improvement 1: Add left 

turn lanes on all legs of 

the intersection

Other (please 

specify)

Improvement 2: 

Install traffic 

signal

Other (please 

specify)

Improvement 

3: Install 

roundabout

Other (please 

specify)

Respon

se

Additional 

comments:

Improveme

nt 1: 

Additional 

left turn 

lanes on IL 

50

Other 

(please 

specify)

Improv

ement 

2: 

Install 

traffic 

signal

Other (please 

specify)

Improvemen

t 3: Install 

roundabout

Other (please specify) Open-Ended Response
Resp

onse

Additional 

comments:

Respon

se

Additional 

comments:

Respon

se

Additional 

comments:

Resp

onse

Additional 

comments:

Respo

nse

Additional 

comments:

Resp

onse

Additional 

comments:

Res

pon

se

Additional 

comments:

Res

pon

se

Other 

(please 

specify)

Resp

onse

Other 

(please 

specify)

Respon

se

Other 

(please 

specify)

Respo

nse

Other 

(please 

specify)

Resp

onse

Other 

(please 

specify)

Open-Ended Response

Matthew Kotesa
16409 Kennedy 

rd
Wilmington Il 60481

Shopboy60@gmail.

com
4 5 4 2 5 5 1 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 3 5 5 4 4 4 5 4 4

Thomas O'Connor
19464 W. 

Peotone Road
Wilmington IL 60481

thomas.oconnor44

@gmail.com
3

Since most 

trucks will be 

going west 

bound on 

River Road it 

will be just a 

right hand 

turn to go 

northbound 

on I55.  The 

traffic signal 

doesn't add 

increased 

safety for 

other 

drivers.  

Maybe add a 

dedicated 

right turning 

lane for 

westbound 

traffic on 

River Rd. 

turning right 

onto 

northbound 

I55.

5 5 5 5 1 5

Prefer the 

roundabout 

over the 

traffic signal 

as it slows all 

the traffic 

down, not just 

when the light 

turns red.  

There is not a 

lot of cross 

traffic which 

means the 

light will be 

green most of 

the time for 

traffic on the 

Peotone Rd. 

which doesn't 

slow them 

down.

5

Again adding a left turn lane for east 

and west bound drivers onto the 

Symerton Rd. definitely improves the 

safety of drivers turning left onto 

Symerton Rd.  It does not address the 

safety of individuals who live on 

Peotone road and have to turn left into 

their homestead.    The most dangerous 

section of the Peotone road is between 

S. Riley Road and S. Symerton Road.  

The road is very narrow with no 

shoulder and the hills lead to lack of 

visibility for the fast moving semi trucks.  

All this leads to a very dangerous left 

turn for all individuals trying to turn left 

into their homestead.  I recommend 

adding a middle left turning lane the 

entire length of the road from S Riley 

Road to S. Symerton Road.  There are 

approximately 12 homesteads along 

this section of the road and they take 

their life into their hands every time 

they turn left into their home.  This risk 

is taken multiple times per day for each 

family living along this section of the 

road.

1

We farm 

property on 

Warner Bridge 

Rd. and 

farmers could 

use a left 

turning lane.

5 1 5

Prefer the 

roundabout 

over the 

traffic signal 

as it slows all 

the traffic 

down, not just 

when the light 

turns red.  

There is not a 

lot of cross 

traffic which 

means the 

light will be 

green most of 

the time for 

traffic on the 

Peotone Rd. 

which doesn't 

slow them 

down.

5 5

This is a busy 

intersection in all 

directions.  

Recommend a 

traffic signal

1 5 5 5

This is a busy 

intersection in all 

directions.  

Recommend a 

traffic signal

1

     The amount of traffic on the Peotone road is 

insane.  And having to wait until 2030 for these 

improvements is unacceptable.  You should 

really look at the increase in deadly accidents 

along the entire section from Wilmington to 

Peotone and reassess when you add these 

upgrades.          At a minimum you should widen 

the road 3-4 feet in both directions and add a 

generous shoulder.  Add 4 lanes to allow 

passing in a number of the flat sections.  This is 

in addition to adding a left turn lane or center 

turning lane the entire length of the road from 

S. Riley Road to S. Symerton Road. You should 

also remove all the hills which reduce visibility 

along this same section of the road.                 

The bulk of the traffic is made up of semi trucks 

which are traveling at 60+mph.  And then add in 

all the cars that want to travel at 70+ mph and 

they are slowed down by the semi trucks which 

they try to pass whenever they can.  All this 

traffic and the current status of the Wilmington-

Peotone Road leads to a very dangerous 

situation.  I really hope you take my 

recommendations and the recommendations of 

others into serious consideration.      Thanks 

Tom

5 5

For the 

section of the 

road between 

S. Riley Road 

and S. 

Symerton Rd. 

I like this 

improvement, 

but instead of 

a passing 

lane, make 

the center 

lane a left 

turning lane 

the entire 

length of the 

road through 

this section.  

Due to the 

reasons 

discussed 

earlier.

5

Yes, I agree 

with this 

improvement 

and should 

focus on the 

section of 

road from S. 

Riley Rd. to 

Symerton Rd.

4

This is an 

interesting 

solution.  

Should 

consider 

extending 

River Road 

straight east 

all the way to 

Old Chicago 

Road and 

then turn 

south over to 

the Peotone 

Road. 

4

This is an 

interesting 

solution

5 5 4 5 5

This seem 

to be the 

best 

option.  

Don't see 

the value 

in Alt #2 

and #3

3 3

The changes you are recommending for the I-55 

and I-57 interchange are good, but I would put 

them at a lower priority to widening the 

Peotone Road and adding the improvement 

along this section.  And my strongest 

recommendation is to fix the road between 

Riley Road and S. Symerton Rd. by adding the 

center lane / left turning lane between this 

section.  I can be reached at 760-525-8595 if 

you would like to discuss further.  Thanks,   

Tom  

Aaron Schmaedeke
10426 w 

Wilmington rd
Peotone Il 60468

Aschmaedeke@yah

oo.com
4 1 3 3 4 5 1 1 3 1 4 1 3 5 1 4

They would 

have to be 

timed or 

may be able 

to get by 

with one 

stoplight. 

1 3 1

Be adding turn lanes and still no enforcement of 

the roadways will still only add to more 

accidents. 

3 1

This will only 

lead to more 

accidents. 

2

Cutting down 

slopes will 

increase the 

issues of snow 

problems 

come winter 

time. 

3 1 3 3 3 3 1 1 1

Jeff Toepper
26704 Overland 

Drive
Channahon IL 60410

jstoepper@sbcglob

al.net
2 4 4 1 5 5 1 5 4 4 4 1 5 5 1 4 4 4 1 4 1 2 1 1 3 4 4 2 2 2 4

Patrick Bowden PO Box 387 Peotone IL 60468
pbowden1@comca

st.net
3 3 3 3 1 4 5 3 1 3 5 4 3 5 4 5 1 1 1

This intersection is not 

configured for truck traffic.  

Trucks should be prohibited 

east of I-57.

East of Route 50 all trucks should be prohibited.  

There is no safe way for them to go once they 

are east of Route 50.  The small 2 lane country 

roads are not equipped to handle truck traffic.  

1 3 1 3 3 4 3 3 4 1 2 2

Rex Klomparens 1019 Mallard Ln Peotone IL 60468
rex.klomparens@g

mail.com
4 4 4 4 4 4 5 5

Reconsider 

intersection 

improvements 

and turn 

lanes. 

4 4 5 4 5 2 5 4

Consider 

lengtheni

ng right 

turn on Rt 

50

5 2

From I57, can a bypass south to Will/Kankakee 

County Road be included in the study?    With a 

stoplight at County Line and Rt 50.    

4 4 4 4 5 2 3 3 4 4 1 5

Zack Toepper S Elevator Manteno IL 60950
ztoepper@gmail.co

m
3

Will not 

address the 

problems on 

peotone rd

1 1 1 5

Good 

start to 

keep 

traffic 

moving 

and 

safely 

turn 

south. 

1

It will slow 

traffic 

which is 

good. But 

it will 

make 

drivers 

more 

impatient 

due to 

semi 

trucks 

trying to 

accelerate 

up hill 

both 

ways.  

Causing 

more car 

accidents 

from 

passing. 

1 1 5 4

Dangerou

s 

intersectio

n at the 

bottom of 

a hill. Turn 

lane 

would 

make it 

safer. 

1

Stopping 

semi 

trucks 

will slow 

traffic 

and make 

drivers 

impatient

.  Trucks 

accelerat

e slowly 

at the 

bottom 

of hills. 

This will 

cause 

drivers to 

pass in 

dangerou

s spots in 

the road 

resulting 

in car 

accidents 

1 1 1 1 4

Most 

highways 

have traffic 

signals

3 3 1

The only safe space to pass is between 

symerton road and Martin long rd.  The rest of 

the road is too hilly to safely pass. Drivers are in 

to great of a hurry to safely pass. Stopping semi 

trucks at the bottom of a hill will only slow 

traffic more and make drivers more aggressive. 

A larger shoulder will help make it safer for 

disabled vehicles and for police to safely patrol 

the area for speeders. A 4 lane road will make it 

a high speed highway and stop signs will make 

passenger vehicles impatient and aggressive to 

pass slowly accelerating semis. A larger shoulder 

and turn lanes at major intersections will allow a 

safe space for disabled vehicles and police 

officers. 

5

I farm along 

this road. 

Although it 

would affect 

my farm fields 

it is the best 

option for this 

road. 

1 Dangerous 4

A good 

concept.  But 

lots of dirt 

work and the 

whole road is 

hilly.  You 

would have to 

change the 

whole road

1

Taking up our 

most precious 

asset.  

Farmland 

should not be 

used to make 

a shortcut 

around one 

stoplight 

1 1 3 3

Will make for 

a nice 

interchange. 

But not 

solving the 

problems in 

wilmington 

road

3 3 3 3

Richard & Kelly 

Neese

18234 

Wilmington 

Peotone RD

Wilmington Illinois 60481
uncleberty2@yaho

o.com
3 3 5 5 5 4 1 3 No truck engine breaking 3 5 5 1 5 5 1 3 5 5 1 1

Lanes would 

almost come 

up to my 

house. Have 

had enough 

cars and truck 

in my yard.

1

Way to close 

to my 

home,wpoud 

not be safe 

for my family.

5 3 3 3 3 1 1 5 1 1

Van Becker 
30761 sea 

sprite Dr
Wilmington Il 60481

Vanbeckr64@gmail

.com
3 3 3

This 

intersection 

was updated 

two years 

ago 

1 1

Needs to 

be four 

lanes 

1

Needs to 

be four 

lanes 

1
This thought 

is ridiculous 
1 Needs to be four lanes 1

Needs to be 

four lanes 
1

Needs to 

be four 

lanes 

1

Needs to 

be four 

lanes 

1

Whoever 

thought of this 

should be 

fired 

3 Possibly 3 Possibly 1 Absolutely not 3 Possibly 3 Possibly 3 Possibly 1 Ridiculous 

We have lived off Wilmington peotone rd for 20 

years. We know how dangerous it is and anyone 

who doesn’t travel it should not have any input 

on it. 

1 1 1 1

This is 

ridiculous! 

This road 

would take 

our farmers 

market away. 

So no!!!

1

This will never 

happen. A 

loves gas 

station is going 

in there. Don’t 

you people 

know 

anything!!

3 3

These train 

tracks used to 

be the 

smoothest 

around until all 

the semi traffic 

3 3 3 3
This is so 

dumb 

Make Wilmington peotone Rd four lanes it will 

never be any cheaper. The intersection at 53 

and Wilmington peotone was just redone 2 

years ago and now you want to redo it again 

you are not being fiscally responsible. 

Yvonne Longest 836 Ridge St Wilmington IL 60481
LRG@atproperties.

com
4 4 4 4 4 5 1 4 5 5 1 5 5 1 5 5 5 2

Westbound Wilmington-Peotone Road truck 

traffic should be directed to Old Chicago Road. 

The trucks would then bypass our small town by 

using Old Chicago Road to travel North (utilizing 

South Arsenal/Quigley Rd to get to RT 53) or to 

travel South to get to Route 102 to get to 

Bradley/Kankakee or cut to Route 113 at Warner 

Bridge Rd.     Eastbound Wilmington-Peotone 

Road truck traffic should be directed NORTH 

onto Route 53 and be redirected to South 

Arsenal Rd/Quigley Rd to Old Chicago Rd, to 

Wilmington-Peotone Rd. The intersection has 

already been widened and is away from 

numerous homes and generational farms along 

our west end Wilmington-Peotone corridor.     

We are only going to accommodate more trucks 

in the near future between all of the 

intermodals in our area. We need a safe path 

for all drivers, especially truck drivers, and a 

peaceful and enjoyable environment for our 

homeowners.

5 5 5 1

What a 

terrible option 

for all the 

homeowners 

in this area. 

Shame on the 

county for 

even allowing 

this as an 

option.

Not much 

better. How is 

this TRULY an 

option when 

Loves Travel 

Center just 

broke-ground 

in the area 

that would be 

redeveloped?

5 3 5 5 2 4

Yvonne Longest 836 Ridge St Wilmington IL 60481
LRG@atproperties.

com
4 4 4 4 4 5 1 4 5 5 1 5 5 1 5 5 5 2

Westbound Wilmington-Peotone Road truck 

traffic should be directed to Old Chicago Road. 

The trucks would then bypass our small town by 

using Old Chicago Road to travel North (utilizing 

South Arsenal/Quigley Rd to get to RT 53) or to 

travel South to get to Route 102 to get to 

Bradley/Kankakee or cut to Route 113 at Warner 

Bridge Rd.     Eastbound Wilmington-Peotone 

Road truck traffic should be directed NORTH 

onto Route 53 and be redirected to South 

Arsenal Rd/Quigley Rd to Old Chicago Rd, to 

Wilmington-Peotone Rd. The intersection has 

already been widened and is away from 

numerous homes and generational farms along 

our west end Wilmington-Peotone corridor.     

We are only going to accommodate more trucks 

in the near future between all of the 

intermodals in our area. We need a safe path 

for all drivers, especially truck drivers, and a 

peaceful and enjoyable environment for our 

homeowners.

Brenda Karlson
21536 No Wake 

Ave
Wilmington IL 60481

brendawithak@aol

.com
3 1 3 3 3 1

Where  

???
1 5 1 5 1 Where??? 3 1 1 3 3 3 1

This survey does not address the new roadways 

around the Waters Edge subdivision which I am 

NOT in favor of .

1 1 1 1 Not in favor of 3

Not much 

better why not 

route all truck 

traffic down 

Chicago rd to 

53 and bypass 

will Peotone 

and 53 

3 3 3 1

Too 

confusing 

given that 

the 

intersecti

on has no 

lights

3 3 3

David DeMik 208 E main  St Peotone IL 60468
ddemik@villageofp

eotone.com
2 3 2 3 4 4 5 3 1 4 4 5 5 5 4 5

Yes, So 

dangerous 

non 

reported 

accidents 

regularly 

5 5 4
Wilmington and Rathje hard to cross 

intersection perfect place for a roundabout
3 5 4 4 3 3 3 3 4 5 2 4

Jolane Stewart 425 E South St PEOTONE Illinois 60468
j.stewart2331@gm

ail.com
3

I DONT 

TRAVEL THIS 

ROUTE 

OFTEN

3

I DONT 

TRAVEL 

THIS 

ROUTE 

OFTEN

5 3 4 4 2 3 I DONT TRAVEL THIS ROUTE OFTEN 3

I DONT 

TRAVEL THIS 

ROUTE OFTEN

3

I DONT 

TRAVEL 

THIS 

ROUTE 

OFTEN

3

I DONT 

TRAVEL 

THIS 

ROUTE 

OFTEN

3

I DONT 

TRAVEL THIS 

ROUTE OFTEN

5

THIS INTERSECTION 

GET BACKED UP 

OFTEN

5

THIS INTERSECTION 

GETS BACKED UP 

OFTEN

3

THIS INTERSECTION 

GETS BACKED UP 

OFTEN

5

THIS 

INTERSECTIO

N GETS BACK 

UP AND 

BLOCKS THE 

BUSINESSES

4 4

MAY SLOW THE 

TRAFFIC AS THEY 

ENTER TOWN

3
TOO MANY TRUCKS FRO A 

ROUNDABOUT
3 4

larry martinec 21320 sea ray Wilmington IL 60481
cubs04wschamps@

yahoo.com
3 4 5 3 3 2 4 3 3 3 3 5 3 3 5 3 3 3 5 3 4 4 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 4

Location 3: IL 53 & 

Kankakee River 

Dr/Peotone Rd 

Improvement: 

Additional 

westbound right turn 

lane and northbound 

right turn lane

Location 9: US 52 & Wilmington Rd

Location 10: 

Wilmington Rd & I-

57Improvement: 

Install traffic signals 

at both ramp termini 

locations

Location 4: 

Indian Trail 

RdImprovement

: Add left turn 

lanes on 

Wilmington-

Peotone Rd

Location 6: Symerton RdImprovement: Add 

left turn lanes on Wilmington-Peotone Rd

Location 7: Warner 

Bridge Rd & 

Peotone 

RdImprovement: 

None recommended

Location 8: Cedar Rd & Wilmington RdLocation 5: Old Chicago Rd & Peotone RdDemographics

Location 2: 

Wilmington Rd & I-

57Improvement 1: 

Diamond

Location 2: 

Wilmington Rd & I-

57Improvement 

2: Partial 

Cloverleaf

Location 2: 

Wilmington Rd 

& I-

57Improvement 

3: Diverging 

Diamond

Location 5: River 

Rd/IL-53/Wilmington-

Peotone 

RdImprovement: 

Realignment south 

of Wilmington-

Peotone Rd with IL-

53 grade separation

Location 6: 

Wilmington-Peotone 

Rd/IL-50/Drecksler 

RdImprovement: 

Realignment south 

of Wilmington-

Peotone Rd with 

railroad grade 

separation

Location 7: River 

Rd west of IL-

53Improvement: 

Railroad grade 

separation

Location 1: River 

Rd & I-

55Improvement 

1: Partial 

Cloverleaf

Location 1: 

River Rd & I-

55Improvement 

2: Trumpet

Location 11: IL 50 & Wilmington Rd

Location 1: 

Wilmington-

Peotone 

RdImprovement: 

Proposed typical 

section with 12' foot 

wide lanes and 10' 

wide shoulders

Location 2: 

Wilmington-Peotone 

Rd - strategically 

placed 

locationsImprovemen

t: Passing lane 

section with 12' foot 

wide lanes

Location 3: 

Wilmington-Peotone 

Rd - strategically 

placed 

locationsImprovemen

t: Reduce roadway 

vertical profile grades 

and improve vertical 

curves to increase 

sight distance

Location 4: River 

Rd/IL-

53/Wilmington-

Peotone 

RdImprovement: 

Realignment north 

of Wilmington-

Peotone Rd

Location 1: River Rd 

& I-55 Improvement: 

Traffic signal at 

northbound ramp 

termini

Location 2: IL 53 

& River Rd 

Improvement: 

Additional 

eastbound right 

turn lane

E-3.B.16

COMMENT RESPONSES



General Intersection Improvements: Please 

comment on any other locations not listed.

Additional CommentsPlease include any 

additional comments you may have.

Name Address City/Town State
ZIP/Post

al Code
Email Address

Respon

se

Additional 

comments:

Respo

nse

Additiona

l 

comment

s:

Respon

se

Additional 

comments:
Response

Improv

ement 

1: Add 

eastbo

und 

right 

turn 

lane

Other 

(please 

specify)

Improvem

ent 2: 

Install 

traffic 

signal

Other 

(please 

specify)

Improveme

nt 3: Install 

roundabou

t

Other 

(please 

specify)

Respo

nse
Additional comments:

Respo

nse

Additional 

comments:

Improvemen

t 1: Add left 

turn lanes 

on 

Wilmington-

Peotone Rd

Other 

(please 

specify)

Improv

ement 

2: 

Install 

traffic 

signal

Other 

(please 

specify)

Improve

ment 3: 

Install 

roundab

out

Other 

(please 

specify)

Improvement 1: Add left 

turn lanes on all legs of 

the intersection

Other (please 

specify)

Improvement 2: 

Install traffic 

signal

Other (please 

specify)

Improvement 

3: Install 

roundabout

Other (please 

specify)

Respon

se

Additional 

comments:

Improveme

nt 1: 

Additional 

left turn 

lanes on IL 

50

Other 

(please 

specify)

Improv

ement 

2: 

Install 

traffic 

signal

Other (please 

specify)

Improvemen

t 3: Install 

roundabout

Other (please specify) Open-Ended Response
Resp

onse

Additional 

comments:

Respon

se

Additional 

comments:

Respon

se

Additional 

comments:

Resp

onse

Additional 

comments:

Respo

nse

Additional 

comments:

Resp

onse

Additional 

comments:

Res

pon

se

Additional 

comments:

Res

pon

se

Other 

(please 

specify)

Resp

onse

Other 

(please 

specify)

Respon

se

Other 

(please 

specify)

Respo

nse

Other 

(please 

specify)

Resp

onse

Other 

(please 

specify)

Open-Ended Response

Location 3: IL 53 & 

Kankakee River 

Dr/Peotone Rd 

Improvement: 

Additional 

westbound right turn 

lane and northbound 

right turn lane

Location 9: US 52 & Wilmington Rd

Location 10: 

Wilmington Rd & I-

57Improvement: 

Install traffic signals 

at both ramp termini 

locations

Location 4: 

Indian Trail 

RdImprovement

: Add left turn 

lanes on 

Wilmington-

Peotone Rd

Location 6: Symerton RdImprovement: Add 

left turn lanes on Wilmington-Peotone Rd

Location 7: Warner 

Bridge Rd & 

Peotone 

RdImprovement: 

None recommended

Location 8: Cedar Rd & Wilmington RdLocation 5: Old Chicago Rd & Peotone RdDemographics

Location 2: 

Wilmington Rd & I-

57Improvement 1: 

Diamond

Location 2: 

Wilmington Rd & I-

57Improvement 

2: Partial 

Cloverleaf

Location 2: 

Wilmington Rd 

& I-

57Improvement 

3: Diverging 

Diamond

Location 5: River 

Rd/IL-53/Wilmington-

Peotone 

RdImprovement: 

Realignment south 

of Wilmington-

Peotone Rd with IL-

53 grade separation

Location 6: 

Wilmington-Peotone 

Rd/IL-50/Drecksler 

RdImprovement: 

Realignment south 

of Wilmington-

Peotone Rd with 

railroad grade 

separation

Location 7: River 

Rd west of IL-

53Improvement: 

Railroad grade 

separation

Location 1: River 

Rd & I-

55Improvement 

1: Partial 

Cloverleaf

Location 1: 

River Rd & I-

55Improvement 

2: Trumpet

Location 11: IL 50 & Wilmington Rd

Location 1: 

Wilmington-

Peotone 

RdImprovement: 

Proposed typical 

section with 12' foot 

wide lanes and 10' 

wide shoulders

Location 2: 

Wilmington-Peotone 

Rd - strategically 

placed 

locationsImprovemen

t: Passing lane 

section with 12' foot 

wide lanes

Location 3: 

Wilmington-Peotone 

Rd - strategically 

placed 

locationsImprovemen

t: Reduce roadway 

vertical profile grades 

and improve vertical 

curves to increase 

sight distance

Location 4: River 

Rd/IL-

53/Wilmington-

Peotone 

RdImprovement: 

Realignment north 

of Wilmington-

Peotone Rd

Location 1: River Rd 

& I-55 Improvement: 

Traffic signal at 

northbound ramp 

termini

Location 2: IL 53 

& River Rd 

Improvement: 

Additional 

eastbound right 

turn lane

Jim O’Connor
19464 W. 

Peotone Rd. 
Wilmington IL 60481

joconnor@advance

illinois.org
3

This It is not 

necessary. 

Traffic is not 

that bad at 

this 

intersection.

4

For this to 

work, 53 

would 

need to be 

four lanes 

south of 

the 

intersectio

n. It is not 

currently.

5 5 4 5

This is a 

very 

dangerous 

intersectio

n because 

it is in a 

valley. 

Would 

highly 

recomme

nd lights 

at this 

intersectio

n. Too 

many 

people 

have died.

4

Given that 

this 

intersection is 

inner valley 

roundabout 

might be 

difficult, but I 

am open to 

this idea.

5

This would be helpful. Anytime traffic is 

stopped on Pietron Road waiting for a 

turn. There is a risk of getting rear 

ended. And likely killed.

5

This is a fairly 

quiet country 

Road. Agree.

5

Great 

idea. We 

minimize 

stops on 

Peotone 

Road and 

potential 

to get 

killed.

4 5

This seems 

like perfect 

intersection 

for 

roundabout. 

The area 

around it is 

level. Plenty of 

space to do 

roundabout.

5

Very busy 

intersection – – This 

would be a wise 

choice

5
This could help 

traffic flow.
5

I think this could 

work. The 

intersection is in a 

flat area. Plenty of 

space to do 

roundabout.

3

Not sure if 

necessary. 

People are 

generally 

slowing 

down as 

they 

approach 

this 

entrance/exi

t system.

5 3 5

Roundabout would be a 

excellent choice here. It 

would slow down traffic 

and move traffic.

This is a very dangerous road. Every time I drive 

on it I worry about getting killed. Here are my 

thoughts: 1) I like the following ideas: one 

additional lanes that allow slow traffic to come 

to a complete stop for a turn. Two) additional 

lane occasionally to allow people to pass. Three) 

Taking out the hill that is about 1.2 miles east of 

53. It is a dangerous hill. I have seen people pass 

on it driving east! People have been killed on 

this hill. It could be removed. The hills near 

Indian Trail Road could also be minimized by 

moving dirt. As you know, multiple accidents 

near that intersection. 4) I really like to use the 

roundabouts.  They move traffic while slowing it 

down along Petone Road. They do it better than 

traffic signals. And they could work with semi’s.     

Thank you very much for taking time to seek our 

feedback! This is very important work!

5

This would all 

also allow 

Police to pull 

people over 

safely. They 

currently do 

not control this 

road because 

they do not 

have a safe 

place to pull 

over. That is 

one of the 

reasons why 

speeds are so 

high and it is so 

dangerous. I 

love this idea

5

This is 

absolutely 

essential. 

Please do this.

5

This is 

absolutely 

essential. The 

hills between 

one and 4 

miles east of 

Wellington 

make this 

road, 

especially 

dangerous.

5 2 3 1

This is not 

necessary. I’d 

like that it’s 

slows down 

traffic on this 

road.

1

This does not 

seem 

necessary

3

This does 

not seem 

necessary

.

4 5 5

Taking off the hills that are one to 4 miles east 

of Wilmington away will make this road much 

safer. The additional lanes would allow people 

to pass. But now they are passing in very 

dangerous places.

Theresa O’Connor
19464 W. 

Peotone Rd.
Wilmington IL 60481

joconnor2009@gm

ail.com
5 5 5 5 5 5 1 5 3 5 5 1 5 3 1 5 5 5 1

1) Please address hills West of Chicago Road. 

They need to be eliminated so that it is easier to 

have clear sight lines. 2) make the road a four-

lane Road With a median in between the two 

sets of lanes

Theresa O’Connor
19464 W. 

Peotone Rd.
Wilmington IL 60481

joconnor2009@gm

ail.com
5 5 5 5 5 5 1 5 3 5 5 1 5 3 1 5 5 5 1

1) Please address hills West of Chicago Road. 

They need to be eliminated so that it is easier to 

have clear sight lines. 2) make the road a four-

lane Road With a median in between the two 

sets of lanes

John Kerulis 
21241 W 

County Rd
Wilmington Illinoia 60481

Kerulis73@gmail.co

m
3 5 5 4 4 4 4 4 3 5 4 3 4 3 3 3 3 3 3 5 5 5 4 5 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

Nick Tragos

15106 w 

Wilmington 

Peotone Rd

Manhattan IL 60442
Ntragos@yahoo.co

m
5 4 3 4 3 4 1 3 3 3

Will need 

to reduce 

speed 

limit, will 

be harder 

for 

residents 

to get 

onto road 

with 

stopped 

or closer 

traffic. 

4 1 3 4
Need to reduce 

speed limit. 
1 5 4 4 1

Need to consider flooding on peoples property 

due to larger road surfaces and larger Culver’s. I 

already experience flooding and additional 

drainage will effect my property. 

2

Will cause 

more flooding 

and encroach 

peoples 

property

2 2 3 3 4 4 4 3 4 2 3

Van Becker 
30761 sea 

sprite Dr
Wilmington Il 60481

Vanbecker64@gma

il.com
3 3 3 1 1

Needs to 

be four 

lanes 

1 1
Needs to be 

four lanes 
1 Needs to be four lanes 1

Needs to be 

four lanes 
1

Needs to 

be four 

lanes 

1

Needs to 

be four 

lanes 

1
Needs to be 

four lanes
1

Needs to be four 

lanes 
1

Needs to be four 

lanes 
1

Needs to be four 

lanes 
5 5 5 3

All of Wilmington peotone rd needs to be four 

lanes. Or have several will county sheriffs 

stationed throughout ( but I’m sure that’s too 

dangerous) Thank you 

1
Needs to be 

four lanes 
1

Needs to be 

four lanes 
1

Needs to be 

four lanes 
1

Are you 

kidding me 
1

Are you 

kidding me 
3 4

Those train 

tracks were the 

smoothest 

around until all 

the truck traffic 

3

This 

intersection 

is the last of 

the problems 

3

This 

intersecti

on is the 

least of 

the 

problems 

3 3 3

Diverging 

diamond 

only 

confuses 

older 

people 

Theresa Frachalla 321 Iowa Ct Frankfort Illinois 60423
frachalla18@gmail.

com
5 3 Roundabout 1 3 5 5 2 Roundabout, light 3 1 5 5 1 5 5 5 3 5 5

I've heard from multiple people who drive in 

this area that it can be confusing with some 

intersections being 2 way stops and others 4 

way stops.  I've also heard the semi-truck traffic 

is increased and these trucks need to slow 

down.  The best way to do this, in my opinion, is 

to keep traffic flowing yet slowed down with 

roundabouts or a traffic signal at every 

intersection.

4 4 3 4 4 4 3 3 3 3 3

Alyssa 904 N Joliet St Wilmington IL 60481-1124
Alycasaus@yahoo.

com
1

Not enough 

traffic to 

warrant it

4 4 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

Intersection of North Kankakee street and 

Chicago street has a slight hill and rail road 

crossing on that hill which makes it really 

annoying to be sure your clear to turn left onto 

kankakee due to disruption in line of sight for 

drivers

Charlie 
390 west main 

st
Braidwood IL 60408

Cboyd4819@gmail.

com
2 3 3 3 3 3 1

No 

roundabouts
3 3 3 3 1

Don’t need a 

roundabout 
3 3 1 No roundabouts 3 3 3 1 No roundabouts WE DONT NEED ROUNDABOUTS!! 3 3 3 1

Should not 

change the 

alignment 

1

Should not 

change the 

alignment 

1
Orginal way is 

fine 
3 3 1

Too much 

going on 

and 

makes it 

harder to 

get the 

otherside

.

3 1 1

Absolutel

y no 

diverging 

diamond

We don’t need roundabouts and no diverging 

diamonds 

Janice leffelman 740 Pelican lane Peotone IL 60468
Jan@leffelman.co

m
3 3 3 3 3 3 1 5 3 5 5 5 5

Center and Petone-Wilmington   Put Rumble 

strips on Center
5 5 5 5 5 5 5 1 5

Everything in the proposal is needed, but it 

does not go far enough. This feels like a 

bandaid to a much bigger problem. What 

happens at Drexler? I was disappointed to learn 

the Illiana has been canceled. We need a four 

lane road between I 55 and I 65 at this latitude. 

Thank You.

Alan Leffelman 740 Pelican Ln Peotone IL 60468 afl@finproltd.com 3 4 4 3 5 2 2 3 5 4 4 2 5 5 2 4 2 5 3 2 4 5 5 3 4 4 1 5 1 4 5

Andrea Arens 420 S. Fourth Peotone IL 60468
alas128@yahoo.co

m
4

Traffic signal 

would work - 

roundabout 

is not 

necessary 

and slows 

commute

3

Doesnt 

matter if 

road isnt 

widened 

3 4 3 4 1 4 3 4 1

Roundabouts 

significantly 

slow down 

traffic and 

increase jams

4 4 1
Roundabout not 

necessary 
4 2

Already 

have left- 

dont 

need 

additional

4
Signal would be 

helpful
1

Roundabout would cause 

traffic jams
3 4 4 3 4 3 4 5 1 5 5

James Bourden
400 E Corning 

Ave
Peotone IL 60468

Jbourden38@gmail

.com
1

The trucks 

are hitting 

the ground 

rails 

repeatedly. 

Make them 

stop 

1 5 1

I own property 

on Wilmington 

road and do 

not want more 

of the road 

devoted to 

truck traffic - 

which will 

devalue my 

property, I had 

one tennet 

killed in the last 

1 week on 

Wilmington Rd. 

1 1

At what 

locations? 

People are 

getting killed 

Get rid of 

trucks and no 

need to make a 

90% 

intersection

Trucks 

repeatedly 

are hitting 

the ground 

rails on the 

Wilmingto

n rd 

overpass. 

There is 

clearly a 

softly issue 

with the 

truck 

traffic. 

Aaron Cerutti 
17070 W 

Peotone Rd 
Wilmington IL 60481

ajcfarmboy@comc

ast.net
4 4 4 4 4 1 1 4 5 4 1 1

Roundabouts 

do not 

address the 

issue and add 

confusion to 

an already 

complicated 

travel 

situation

5 5 1 4 4 1

Wilmington Rd + Talley with Walsh rd 

intersection: Traffic traveling Wilmington Rd 

turning south onto Tulley Rd is hazardous. 

Westbound traffic turning south is often held up 

by the eastbound lane. Coming west you crest a 

hill near the church, and right there traffic is 

standing still trying to turn left.  

4

Anything would 

be better than 

existing 

4

Anything 

would be 

better than 

existing 

5

Yes- Anything 

to improve 

this would be 

great. 

4

This would 

help with 

some of the 

local 

congestion. 

5

This option is 

viable and 

proactive as it 

bypasses 

valuable farm 

ground in the 

senario from 

Loaction 3

3 3 5 1

Complicat

ed and 

expensive 

3 3 1

Cross 

over 

intersecti

ons are 

confusing 

to already 

confused 

drivers 

Mark Polacek
10717 

Wilmington Rd 
Peotone IL 60468

mard5761@gmail.c

om
4

Maybe lower 

speed limit 

to 35 before 

lights. Traffic 

I believe 

would 

benefit from 

lower speed. 

3

Please 

consider 

larger stop 

signs are 

center road, 

Northbound 

and 

southbound. 

"Large signs" 

like 394 and 

around Rt 1 

those are very 

large. 

Chris Vieaux 
442 Bonnie 

Lane 
Peotone IL 60468

vohome@hotmail.c

om

Smart idea 

to add 

corridor 

realignme

nt

5 5 5 5 5

ASAP- no 

matter what 

alternative is 

used

5 3 2 5

This is best 

with the 

addition of 

spotlights

1 3

Jodi Becker 220 S Rathje Rd Peotone IL 60468
jobecker22@gmail.

com
5 5 5 5 3 4 3 3 5

Need traffic 

signals
2 3 5 Roundabout! 4 2

Initally 

looks 

confusing

. Would a 

16-year 

old be 

able to 

configure 

on a dark 

night

3

only if 

traffic 

signals are 

installed. 

4

only if 

traffic 

signals are 

installed. 

5
yes traffic 

signals 

E-3.B.17

COMMENT RESPONSES (continued)



General Intersection Improvements: Please 

comment on any other locations not listed.

Additional CommentsPlease include any 

additional comments you may have.

Name Address City/Town State
ZIP/Post

al Code
Email Address

Respon

se

Additional 

comments:

Respo

nse

Additiona

l 

comment

s:

Respon

se

Additional 

comments:
Response

Improv

ement 

1: Add 

eastbo

und 

right 

turn 

lane

Other 

(please 

specify)

Improvem

ent 2: 

Install 

traffic 

signal

Other 

(please 

specify)

Improveme

nt 3: Install 

roundabou

t

Other 

(please 

specify)

Respo

nse
Additional comments:

Respo

nse

Additional 

comments:

Improvemen

t 1: Add left 

turn lanes 

on 

Wilmington-

Peotone Rd

Other 

(please 

specify)

Improv

ement 

2: 

Install 

traffic 

signal

Other 

(please 

specify)

Improve

ment 3: 

Install 

roundab

out

Other 

(please 

specify)

Improvement 1: Add left 

turn lanes on all legs of 

the intersection

Other (please 

specify)

Improvement 2: 

Install traffic 

signal

Other (please 

specify)

Improvement 

3: Install 

roundabout

Other (please 

specify)

Respon

se

Additional 

comments:

Improveme

nt 1: 

Additional 

left turn 

lanes on IL 

50

Other 

(please 

specify)

Improv

ement 

2: 

Install 

traffic 

signal

Other (please 

specify)

Improvemen

t 3: Install 

roundabout

Other (please specify) Open-Ended Response
Resp

onse

Additional 

comments:

Respon

se

Additional 

comments:

Respon

se

Additional 

comments:

Resp

onse

Additional 

comments:

Respo

nse

Additional 

comments:

Resp

onse

Additional 

comments:

Res

pon

se

Additional 

comments:

Res

pon

se

Other 

(please 

specify)

Resp

onse

Other 

(please 

specify)

Respon

se

Other 

(please 

specify)

Respo

nse

Other 

(please 

specify)

Resp

onse

Other 

(please 

specify)

Open-Ended Response

Location 3: IL 53 & 

Kankakee River 

Dr/Peotone Rd 

Improvement: 

Additional 

westbound right turn 

lane and northbound 

right turn lane

Location 9: US 52 & Wilmington Rd

Location 10: 

Wilmington Rd & I-

57Improvement: 

Install traffic signals 

at both ramp termini 

locations

Location 4: 

Indian Trail 

RdImprovement

: Add left turn 

lanes on 

Wilmington-

Peotone Rd

Location 6: Symerton RdImprovement: Add 

left turn lanes on Wilmington-Peotone Rd

Location 7: Warner 

Bridge Rd & 

Peotone 

RdImprovement: 

None recommended

Location 8: Cedar Rd & Wilmington RdLocation 5: Old Chicago Rd & Peotone RdDemographics

Location 2: 

Wilmington Rd & I-

57Improvement 1: 

Diamond

Location 2: 

Wilmington Rd & I-

57Improvement 

2: Partial 

Cloverleaf

Location 2: 

Wilmington Rd 

& I-

57Improvement 

3: Diverging 

Diamond

Location 5: River 

Rd/IL-53/Wilmington-

Peotone 

RdImprovement: 

Realignment south 

of Wilmington-

Peotone Rd with IL-

53 grade separation

Location 6: 

Wilmington-Peotone 

Rd/IL-50/Drecksler 

RdImprovement: 

Realignment south 

of Wilmington-

Peotone Rd with 

railroad grade 

separation

Location 7: River 

Rd west of IL-

53Improvement: 

Railroad grade 

separation

Location 1: River 

Rd & I-

55Improvement 

1: Partial 

Cloverleaf

Location 1: 

River Rd & I-

55Improvement 

2: Trumpet

Location 11: IL 50 & Wilmington Rd

Location 1: 

Wilmington-

Peotone 

RdImprovement: 

Proposed typical 

section with 12' foot 

wide lanes and 10' 

wide shoulders

Location 2: 

Wilmington-Peotone 

Rd - strategically 

placed 

locationsImprovemen

t: Passing lane 

section with 12' foot 

wide lanes

Location 3: 

Wilmington-Peotone 

Rd - strategically 

placed 

locationsImprovemen

t: Reduce roadway 

vertical profile grades 

and improve vertical 

curves to increase 

sight distance

Location 4: River 

Rd/IL-

53/Wilmington-

Peotone 

RdImprovement: 

Realignment north 

of Wilmington-

Peotone Rd

Location 1: River Rd 

& I-55 Improvement: 

Traffic signal at 

northbound ramp 

termini

Location 2: IL 53 

& River Rd 

Improvement: 

Additional 

eastbound right 

turn lane

Roy H Surdej 
31049 Slalom 

Lane
Wilminton IL 60481

randbsurdej@yaho

o.com
5

If properly 

timed 
1

Does not 

need it in my 

opinion. With 

the Anew 

lighting and 

intersection 

improve the 

traffic moves 

fine and it 

will even 

move better 

if we devirt 

traffic north

5 5 5 1
not a good 

idea 
5

probably not a bad idea but not sure if 

enough people turn to symerton
5 1

not a good 

idea due to all 

the truck 

traffic on 

Peoton. I 

believe a light 

would be a 

good idea. 

5 5 1

Again I believe a 

roundabout would 

cause issues. 

5 good idea 3 3 3 1

Prefer: 53rd 

to arsenal 

east to old 

chicago south 

to Peotone 

east arsenard 

and old 

chicatgo have 

already been 

reinforced for 

100,000 lb 

plus

1

To me it would 

make sense not 

to have to 

purchase 

property and 

build new 

roadway. 

Utilizing original 

infastructure 

would be 

efficient. 

1 This just needs to address the SB exit which can back up. The SB exit to me does not have enough traffic to do anything except a softer on ramp.1

Too costly 

to add a 

bridge to 

me not 

even 

traffic 

continues 

on 

westboun

d past 

interstate 

55

I understand there is a proposal to add two left 

turn lanes from river rd east to Rt 53 north. I 

believe that if that is already been repaved than 

the county should do that to Arsenal Rd East to 

Chicago south ( of which these roadways are 

already 100,000 lb plus) back to Peotone East. 

The cost of not having in acquire property and 

add infastructure as shown in realignment 

north. Would be a saving to the taxpayers and 

everyone involved. Im sure that if the city of 

Wilmington the county officials and state 

officals could get together and figure out how 

to exchange or trade properties that would 

save taxpayers money.  53rd to arsenal east to 

old chicago south to Peotone east. That to me 

would be the most cost efficient avenue to 

take. Arsenal is already 100,000lb plus. 
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The Will County Division of Transportation (WCDOT) is performing a Planning and Environmental 
Linkages (PEL) study over approximately 22 miles along Wilmington-Peotone Road between  
Interstate 55 and Drecksler Road. Growth is occurring rapidly across Will County as evidenced by new 
freight clusters along the Wilmington-Peotone corridor that are challenging the roadway infrastructure.  
The purpose of this project is to provide safe, efficient east-west mobility for all users throughout the 
corridor. A systematic approach is necessary to understand the existing and future travel demand and 
develop a corridor that can handle demand to support the economic vitality of the County. The second 
open-house public meeting for the Wilmington-Peotone PEL Study was held in-person on October 9, 
2024 at Peotone High School and October 16, 2024 at Wilmington City Hall. Identical information was 
presented at each meeting and both meetings were held from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm including presentation 
boards, discussion, and comment submissions. In addition to the study team, 66 residents attended the 
meeting and is broken down as follows:

PUBLIC MEETING #2 NEWSLETTER

Wilmington-Peotone RdWilmington-Peotone Rd

PEOTONE

WILMINGTON

SYMERTON

O
ld Chicago Rd

O
ld Chicago Rd

Cedar Rd
Cedar Rd

D
recksler Rd

D
recksler Rd

River RdRiver Rd

N
45

52

52

55

55

57

57

53
ILLINOIS

53
ILLINOIS

50
ILLINOIS

50
ILLINOIS

102
ILLINOIS

Kankakee River
Kankakee River

W
arner Bridge Rd

W
arner Bridge Rd

PEOTONE HIGH SCHOOL HAD

32 residents attend 
WILMINGTON CITY HALL HAD 

34 residents attend 

The information presented at the second open-house public meeting considered the information and 
feedback received from the first open-house public meeting held in December 2023. Questions and 
concerns at that time related to the following topics:

Intersection 
Safety

Alternate Routes / 
Roadway Realignment

Farmland Access and 
Land Acquisition

Concerns related to the 
increase in truck traffic

Typical Section: Number 
of Lanes / Passing 
Lanes / Turning lanes at 
Intersections 

Drainage Concerns

Speeding
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Outreach
Advertisements for the meeting included several means of communication. The public meeting 
post card invitation was sent via first class mail to 263 property owners adjacent to the corridor. 

Twenty (20) additional invites were sent out to key project stakeholders. The meeting was also advertised in 
two local newspapers: The Herald News and The Vedette. Additionally, the project team gathered contact 
information from the project website since the first public meeting in December 2023 to develop an email 
distribution list. An email invitation was sent to all contacts on the distribution list. 

Outreach was also held virtually on the project website www.wilmingtonpeotonestudy.com. It included 
exhibits, an interactive map with an option for visitors to provide comments, and a survey for visitors to 
complete. The public outreach was conducted starting September 18, 2024, when postcards were mailed 
and the formal comment period extended from October 9, 2024 through November 6, 2024.  

Public Feedback Summary
A summary of public feedback completed during the period of October 9, 2024 through 
November 6, 2024 is as follows:

Open House Meeting Information
Project information was provided in an open-house format without a formal presentation.  
Exhibit boards presented at the meetings included an overview of the study, criteria for 

evaluating alternatives, and different alternatives related to intersections, interchanges, and segments 
along the corridor. A corridor roll plot was also available with post-its available for attendees to provide 
comments at specific locations along the corridor. An important part of the open-house meeting was to 
discuss concerns and questions with visitors. The project team was available to answer questions and 
gather handwritten comments on the corridor map. Additionally, an area was set aside for visitors to 
complete a survey. The same survey was available on the project website. 

33 surveys completed
including quantitative scoring  
and open-ended responses

•	 26 completed online

•	 7 in-person handwritten response

68 comments received
•	 60 submitted on the project website  

via the interactive map

•	 6 submitted at the public meetings,  
handwritten on the corridor roll plot 

•	 2 submitted via email to WCDOT
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Survey Results
A 23-question survey was provided on the project website and available in-person at each of the 
public meetings for attendees to complete. The goal of the survey was to provide an opportunity 
for participants to evaluate different alternatives. The participants were able to assign a number 

value from one (1) to five (5) for each alternative to indicate how it best addressed the project purpose 
and need along with an open-ended response section. This allowed for both quantitative and qualitative 
responses. Selecting 1 indicated the needs of the projects are not addressed and selecting 5 indicated the 
needs are best addressed.

A total of 33 survey responses were recorded. It is important to note that not all respondents completed all 
of the questions. Therefore, the total number of responses may not equal 33 for each question. The results 
have been summarized in three parts, both quantitatively and qualitatively.

1. Intersection Feedback

IL-53 at  
River Rd

Kankakee 
River Rd at 
Peotone Rd

Indian Trail 
Rd

Old Chicago 
Rd

Symerton Rd Cedar Rd US-52 IL-50

I-55 at River Rd Old Chicago Rd Cedar Rd US-52 I-57 Ramps IL-50

Old Chicago Cedar US-52 IL-50

4

3.7

2.6
1.8 2.1 2.4

3.4 3.8 4.5 4 3.8

3.6 4 4.1 3.9 4 4.4
3.2

RESULTS: In general, responses  
indicated that additional turn lanes  
and/or installing traffic signals are 

preferred by public meeting attendees 
compared to installing roundabouts at 

various locations.Qualitatively, responses 
were mixed with several attendees 
requesting roundabouts and others 

preferring other solutions.

Additional Turn Lanes Install Traffic Signal Install Roundabout

ADDITIONAL TURN LANE

INSTALL TRAFFIC SIGNAL

INSTALL ROUNDABOUT

E-3.B.21



4

2. Segment Feedback

3. Interchange Feedback

RESULTS: Average scores indicate that most respondents were neutral when 
evaluating different segment alternatives.

RESULTS: At I-55, respondents overwhelmingly preferred the Partial Cloverleaf  
interchange option. At I-57 the Diamond option was preferred.  

However, qualitative responses indicated in several cases that a diverging diamond  
should not be considered and that is it confusing for many drivers. 

Wider Typical 
Section

Install Passing 
Lanes

Improve 
Vertical Profiles

Realignment 
North of W-P

Realignment 
South of W-P

IL-50 
Realignment 
South of W-P

Railroad Grade 
Separation 

West of IL-53

3 3.3 3.3 3.5 3.8
3.2

3.9

SEGMENT FEEDBACK

Partial 
Cloverleaf 

Trumpet

3.9

2.4

I-55 INTERCHANGE I-57 INTERCHANGE

Diamond Partial 
Cloverleaf 

Diverging 
Diamond

3.8
2.6

3.6
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Summary of Comments
In addition to the quantitative survey responses, a total of 68 qualitative comments were 
received in-person at the public meetings, via email, and via the project website. Comments and 
questions received were primarily related to the following topics, several of which aligned with 

the feedback received at the first open-house public meeting in December 2023. It was abundantly clear 
that addressing safety along the corridor is the primary concern, expressed in the comments.

Intersection Safety
 WHAT WE HEARD FROM THE PUBLIC:  A majority of the comments were consistent with comments 
received at the first public meeting. Respondents indicated that adding an option for stop-control, signal or 
other intersection improvements is needed at several locations. There are concerns that it can be confusing 
to drive along the corridor because some intersections are two-way stops, while others are four-way stops. 
In particular, the recent fatal accidents in the vicinity of Center Road were of utmost concern. Several 
respondents were concerned that roundabouts are not a good solution given the amount of truck traffic and 
should not be considered.

 RESPONSE:  The variety of alternatives presented including additional turn lanes, option for a traffic 
signal, or option for a roundabout are measures that address safety concerns at the intersections. These 
alternatives were developed based on crash analysis and intersection operational analysis. Alternatives 
will be prioritized based on existing crash data, traffic analysis, feedback from the public, and the ability 
to implement in the near term compared to long-term objectives. The recent fatal crashes near Center 
Road have prompted the County to install short term safety measures in the interim before a more 
permanent solution can be implemented including additional signage and beacons. Roundabouts can be 
designed for higher speed locations that account for large trucks and farm equipment. Please visit the 
project website for videos showing examples of how larger vehicles successfully navigate roundabouts: 
https://wilmingtonpeotonestudy.com/study-documents/. Future phases of the project will be identified by 
the Preferred Alternative that best meets the needs of each individual intersection.
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Typical Section: Wider Shoulders, Number of Lanes, and Passing Lanes
 WHAT WE HEARD FROM THE PUBLIC:  Most respondents agreed that wider shoulders would provide the 
following benefits: a safer area for disabled vehicles, a safer area for law enforcement, and additional space 
for farm equipment to utilize Wilmington-Peotone Road.

 RESPONSE:  Implementing wider shoulders to meet current design standards was presented at the public 
meeting and can be accommodated throughout most of the corridor. 

 WHAT WE HEARD FROM THE PUBLIC:  Many respondents indicated that a four-lane cross section (adding 
one through lane in each direction) would help accommodate future traffic volumes and give passenger 
vehicles the ability to pass slower moving trucks.On the contrary, some attendees expressed concerns about 
addingadditional through lanes that could attract more traffic and increase speeds.

 RESPONSE:  A four-lane cross section is not warranted based on future traffic demand for the corridor. A 
travel demand model was developed using data from the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning and 
a calibration process utilizing on-demand travel data to understand travel patterns along the corridor and 
surrounding area. The project team coordinated with the Will County Center Economic Development so 
known future developments could be incorporated into future traffic projections. As a result, the future 
traffic projections through 2050 do not meet the threshold for additional lanes along the corridor.

 WHAT WE HEARD FROM THE PUBLIC:  Respondents noted that there are limited existing safe locations 
for vehicles to pass slower moving vehicles. This is due to limited visibility because of the rolling hills or 
maintaining access to private driveways while not impacting existing intersections.

 RESPONSE:  The passing lane options were presented at the public meeting at several locations. The 
possible locations were determined by meeting current design criteria for length and spacing, ensuring 
that sight distance criteria is met, and minimizing the impacts to residents. Future phases of the study will 
determine the optimal placement of passing lanes if they are to be included along Wilmington-Peotone 
Road. 

Sight Distance Issues
 WHAT WE HEARD FROM THE PUBLIC:  Rolling hills present several major issues

•	 Affects the ability for motorists to see oncoming traffic when attempting to pass another vehicle

•	 Makes it more difficult for trucks to either accelerate when turning onto Wilmington-Peotone Road or 
slow down when approaching an intersection

•	 Affects the ability of motorists to see stopped vehicles over the crest of a hill, causing consistent 
severe accidents

 RESPONSE:  The project team has evaluated the existing roadway profile and identified locations where 
there are deficiencies in profile grade and/or sight distance. Profile improvements have been included 
in the segment alternatives to address these areas. Improving vertical curves by flattening the slopes of 
rolling hills can present challenges with additional earthwork and right-of-way needs associated with the 
grading. The initial evaluation of passing lane locations also considered profile deficiencies. Both options 
are included in the concept evaluation as part of this PEL study. Future Phase I studies will determine if they 
will be included in the Preferred Alternative for the corridor.
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If you have any questions or need additional 
information, please contact Christina 
Kupkowski, WCDOT, at 815-727-8476 or via 
email at ckupkowski@willcountyillinois.com.

Stay Involved
The project website will continue to be updated 
throughout the study. Sign up for updates or 
send comments via the study website at 
www.wilmingtonpeotonestudy.com.

Next Steps
The goal of the second public meeting was to obtain feedback on options that address the project 
purpose and need. The results of public input will be included in the scoring criteria for each alternative 
considered. Results for the different alternatives will be included in the final PEL Report at the conclusion 
of this study.

2023 2024

Stakeholder Meetings Round #1 Stakeholder Meetings Round #2

Public 
Meeting 1

Public 
Meeting 2

Data 
Collection

WE ARE HERE

DATA COLLECTION PURPOSE AND  
NEED

ALTERNATIVES  
DEVELOPMENT

ALTERNATIVES 
 EVALUATION

Identify 
Stakeholders

Anticipated Study 
Completion

Alternate Routes / Roadway Realignment
 WHAT WE HEARD FROM THE PUBLIC:  Public feedback included a variety of alternative routes. Some 
aimed to achieve a more efficient flow of traffic along the existing corridor while other options explored 
diverting truck traffic away from Wilmington-Peotone Road.

 RESPONSE:  Realignment options and alternative routes are potential long term solutions that, in some 
cases, require approvals from outside agencies. This study is only focused on roadways under County 
jurisdiction. The implications of some alternative routes have high impacts and must be further evaluated. 

Drainage Concerns
 WHAT WE HEARD FROM THE PUBLIC:  Given that farmland is the primary land use in the corridor, several 
responses indicated drainage concerns at a variety of locations along Wilmington-Peotone Road.

 RESPONSE:  Each alternative will have to consider how drainage patterns are affected. Drainage impacts 
are part of the scoring criteria for each concept that has been presented. Future detailed design will 
address drainage impacts. The project team has coordinated with the Will County Farm Bureau to identify 
existing drain tiles and to better understand existing drainage patterns and localized flooding.
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